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University Education
• Dr. Merli graduated in Medicine and Surgery from the University of Pavia, Italy (2005). 
• He received his Postgraduate Diploma in Hematology from the University of Pavia, Italy 

(2009).

Clinical Activities
• Clinical assistant at the Division of Hematology of the “Fondazione IRCCS Policlinico San 

Matteo” in Pavia, Italy (2009-10).

• Clinical assistant at the Division of Hematology at University Hospital “Ospedale di Circolo 
e Fondazione Macchi” in Varese, Italy. He served as head of the outpatient Onco-Hematology 
service (2011-2023). He was appointed as Vice director, Division of Hematology since 
October 2019.

• Since October 2023, to date, he held the position of clinical assistant at the Division of 
Hematology of the “Fondazione IRCCS Ca’ Granda, Ospedale Maggiore Policlinico” in 
Milan, Italy, as head of the indolent lymphomas Unit. 

Scientific Activity
• His main areas of scientific activity include the diagnostic, prognostic, and therapeutic 

aspects of non-Hodgkin's lymphomas (NHL). 

• In particular, he participated in the development and validation of new prognostic models in 
NHL, such as FLIPI2 in follicular lymphomas (BJH 2010), Hepatitis C Prognostic score 
(HPS) in HCV-positive diffuse large B-cell lymphomas (Haematologica 2014), POD24 in 
marginal-zone lymphomas (Blood 2019) and MZL-IPI (ICML 2023).



• He coordinated many studies on the relationship between chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV) 
infection and indolent lymphomas and DLBCL, with a special focus on the impact of the new 
direct-acting anti-HCV antivirals (DAA) drugs in patients with HCV-positive DLBCL. 

• In 2022, he published on behalf of the Fondazione Italiana Linfomi (FIL) the results of the 
first prospective study on the use of DAAs as first-line curative therapy in patients with 
HCV-positive indolent lymphomas (BArT study, JCO 2022). 

• He participated in pivotal phase II-III clinical trials of new targeted, chemo-free drugs for the 
personalized treatment of B-cell lymphoid neoplasms, such as PI3K inhibitors (Duvelisib), 
BTK-inhibitors (Ibrutinib, Zanubrutinib, Pirtobrutinib) and anti-CD20xCD3 bispecific 
antibodies (Odronextamab, Epcoritamab, Mosunetuzumab). 

• Finally he is the coordinating Principal Investigator in a prospective nationwide study of the 
FIL evaluating prospectively the activity and the persistence of COVID-19, VZV and 
childhood vaccines in patients with follicular lymphoma undergoing immunochemotherapy 
and anti-CD20 maintenance (FIL_FollVax22, NCT06070961). 

• He coordinated a multidisciplinary group of hematologists, immunologists and infectious 
diseases specialists on behalf of the FIL “long-survivors, comorbidities, and quality of life 
committee in a project evaluating the activity of vaccines in patients with lymphoma, which 
has been published in the British Journal of Hematology.  

Participation In Research Groups
• He is a founding member of the Fondazione Italiana Linfomi (FIL) and is a member of the 

board of the indolent lymphoma committee. 

• In 2024, he was appointed representative of the FIL in the International Extranodal 
Lymphoma Research Group (IELSG). 

Publications
• He is the author of 100 research articles in indexed journals, including the Journal of Clinical 

Oncology, Blood, Haematologica, Annals of Oncology, Blood Advances, Clinical Cancer 
Research, American Journal of Hematology, the Oncologist, British Journal of Hematology. 
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• MD Internal Medicine from PGIMER, Chandigarh (2009)
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Areas of academic interest
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